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Civil rights
luminary
in our
midst

Fallen
soldier
jersey
retired

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Dr. Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich — sometimes called a
“history maker” and “one of
the most important intellectual leaders of the contemporary
Civil
Rights
Movement” — is currently
calling the Sunshine City
her home.
Her career trajectory
has taken her into the spotlight of national politics, public service, and community
activism. Her on-line biography reveals that she held a
position in the Carter administration, served in former
New York Governor Mario
Cuomo’s cabinet and took
on the job of deputy mayor
of the city of Philadelphia.
She is a scholar and the
author of several books, including “Consensus and
Compromise: Creating the
First National Urban Policy
Under President Carter,”
published in 2006 and
“Sound Bites of Protest,”
published in 2008. Both received critical acclaim. She
is a nationally recognized
figure in the areas of creative leadership and urban
politics and planning.
In her current role, Leftwich is the President and
Executive Director of the
See RIGHTS, page 4

ST. PETERSBURG —
During halftime at Monday
night’s St. Pete High basketball game against the
Seminoles, local fallen soldier Army Specialist Brittany Gordon’s number 33
jersey was retired.
Brittany joined the
army in 2010 and tragically
lost her life by a suicide
bomber less than two
months ago while serving
in Afghanistan. She is the
first and last Lady Green
Devil to wear the number
33 jersey.
Brittany’s
parents,
Brenda and Cedric Gordon, several friends and
family members were in attendance along with the
Mayor Bill Foster.
“This was her home
away from home,” said
Brenda Gordon as she explained how grateful she
was to Brittany’s former
coaches Stephanie Swenson and Bonnie Thompson.
Swenson and Thompson unveiled the jersey in a
frame that held a picture of
Brittany in her army uniform.
“That number 33 is very
special,” said Thompson.
“Larry Bird and a lot of famous athletes wore that
number.”
Before graduating in
2006, Brittany was captain
of the girl’s basketball
team, a member of the
marching band and an honors student at St. Pete High
School.

Speakers at the World AIDS Day Breakfast held at Suncoast Hospice in St. Petersburg.

World AIDS Day: Getting
to zero
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
A crowd of supporters
gathered Sat., Dec. 1 at
Suncoast Hospice, located
at 3050 1st Ave. S. to pay
tribute to those they’ve
lost to AIDS and those
currently fighting the debilitating disease.
The theme for this
year’s World AIDS Day
was “Getting to Zero – the
Next Steps.” The AIDS
Service Association of
Pinellas (ASAP) organized the event and although they understand
zero is a lofty goal, ASAP
is adamant that striving
for zero new HIV/AIDS
infections needs to be on

the forefront of everyone’s mind.
“We don’t have a
choice,” explained ASAP
Executive
Director
William Harper. “It’s our
responsibility as those living and working in our
community to work together and make sure
that we can make a difference.”
Celebrating its 25th
year of service, ASAP has
been working with the
community in order to
spread awareness about
the disease not only to
those afflicted with the
virus, but to the community as a whole.
Harper shared some
staggering statistics with
attendees and put into

perspective the enormity
of the situation. With 2.7
million new HIV infections diagnosed in the
world each year, and with
34 million estimated individuals already living with
HIV throughout the
world, Harper stresses
the need for everyone to
be tested and that communication is the key to
preventing this disease.
“Approximately
25
percent of all people who
are HIV positive don’t
know
their
status,”
Harper explained. That’s
a staggering number if
you put it in perspective.”
In fact, if you break
down the statistics that’s
7,400 newly infected people a day and that’s not

counting those who are
unaware of their status.
Closer to home here in
Pinellas County there is
an estimated 2,800 people
living with HIV and 1,500
people with AIDS in the
community.
The group hardest hit
in our area and around
the country are the
young. With children experimenting with sex or
becoming sexually active
at earlier ages, the Center
for Disease Control
(CDC) has issued a call
for help. In 2010, the
CDC reports an estimated
12,200 new HIV infections
among the younger population.
See AIDS, page 7

Big Changes for SPC Midtown & Downtown
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

Yvonne ScruggsLeftwich, Ph.D.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The winds of positive
change are blowing
through the hallways of
St. Petersburg College’s
(SPC) Downtown & Midtown Campuses. They
are being ushered in by
new Provost, Dr. Kevin
Gordon.
Gordon came to SPC
fresh from his success at
Gibbs High School
where, under his supervision, the school went

from an “F” rated school
to a “B” rated school according to the Florida
Department of Education guidelines.
He credits the implementation of a strict discipline plan, teacher
input and participation, a
willing staff and state
support with his success
at Gibbs.
Gordon, a former
Gibbs student and track
star, found an out-of-control school when he first
See SPC, page 12
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OPINION
Why not Kwanzaa?

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

In the aftermath of that
Halloween fiasco, many
people began to celebrate
the holiday season by
thanking God, or themselves, for the material
things they have acquired,
and many were thankful for
being alive and being able
to be in the company of
friends and relatives.
Christmas will take this
attitude to another level
with the expectations of
giving and receiving gifts to
their friends and families
while many being so elated

with the ideal that they will
exhaust their hard earned
bank accounts and extend
their credit debt to make
that day as joyful as possible.
However, this is the one
time of year that many people find themselves in a severe state of depression.
These folks can hardly wait
until all the commotion is
over and things get back to
normal. All the holiday festivities places on them
extra burdens of not being
able to give their children
and/or love ones all the
things they desire. It places
a burden on people who are
living at or near poverty levels to compete with the affluent sectors of this
society.
What really do these
holidays represent? No one
can really argue the need
for families to get together
on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day,
but we must not, and
should not forget that there

are select groups of Americans where these days represent everything but a
joyous time.
Let’s take Thanksgiving
for example. Many Americans have been condition to
form subliminal and even
conscious images in their
minds of pilgrims and Indians sitting, eating and
smoking a peace pipe. But
actual history will contradict that notion.
In truth, this was probably the Indians’ Halloween
verses a Thanksgiving because they got treated with
alcohol and got tricked with
presents of diseased blankets, and being forced to
sign humiliating treaties
that certainly aided in their
near elimination.
I’m certain that there
was a time when Christmas
was celebrated as the day
of Christ’s birthday, but
somewhere in that time
span commercialism replaced Christ with Santa.
New Year’s Eve repre-

sented a very tense and
stressful time for the
African slave. This was traditionally a time when the
slave master would balance
his books and pay his debts
with the selling of family
members. The slave population would come together
knowing that it was a great
possibility that their family
was going to be split and
sold.
It was not until December 31, 1862, that New
Year’s Eve meant something different; it was the
eve before the Emancipation Proclamation was to be
sign into law, giving some
slaves their freedom. Even
today
African-American
churches will gather on
New Year’s Eve to celebrate the New Year with
prayer.
I am not trying to deny
children, or their parents,
their sweets, good food and
gifts, and I definitely would
not deny the humanitarian
attitude that exists among

people during this time of
year. I just think that if we
are going to celebrate any
special day, we need to
know the true meaning behind what we are actually
celebrating and the meaning behind the rituals that
go along with that special
day.
Without this understanding, we find yet another example of another
culture defining for us what
we should be defining for
ourselves.
Why not Kwanza for the
African American? If we are
going to engage in rituals,
why not one that has historical, traditional and relevant
significance? Why not engage in a ritual that’s going
to increase our self esteem,
unite our community and
family? Why not a ritual
that truly rewards children
for honoring and respecting
their parents, and not leaving you near bankrupt because you have bargained
with an economic system

that brought you joy for one
night and economic stress
for the rest of the year?
The seven principles associated with the celebration of Kwanzaa are:
collective economics, unity,
self determination, purpose,
collective work and responsibility, faith and creativity.
Many African Americans take these universal
principles for granted and
do not understand how important it is to practice
these principles in their
daily lives, particularly in a
country that has benefited
from our not practicing
these fundamental universal principles.
For those African Americans who still want to continue to embrace Santa,
fine, but do yourselves and
your children a favor by
learning this alternative to
Christmas and study these
principles for the seven
days of Kwanzaa beginning
Dec. 26-31. They truly are
about you.

used his Sunday night halftime show to agree with
Whitlock and call for
stronger gun control.
Now look, I have a lot of
good friends who get frightened every time someone
talks about gun control. We
are talking about “gun control” not gun repossession
or gun extinction. I would
be willing to say that having
a gun has saved some lives,
if those of you who are so
crazy about the guns will
admit that both Kasandra
Perkins and Javon Belcher
would be here today had a
gun not been so easily accessible.
Personally, if it were up
to me I would make people
take polygraph test and
asked: “Have you ever considered using a gun against
someone when you were
angry with and your life
was not in danger?” Based
on that information it would
make it much harder for
that person to have a gun.
Reports out of Kansas
City said that Belcher and

Perkins shared a home five
miles away from the Chiefs’
facilities at Arrowhead Stadium. Perkins and Belcher
got into an argument after
a concert Friday night featuring Trey Songz. Some
said they argued very
much in the past but
seemed to be happy with
each other.
Kansas City players say
they may never be able to
reconcile the teammate
they knew with the horrible crime he committed.
Not lost in all of this is the
little girl who will never
know her father or beautiful mother.
After discussing the
tragedy with his team and
NFL officials, Coach Crennal went on to play the
game against the Carolina
Panthers on Sunday and
proceeded to win. It was
only the second game of
the year that Chiefs won.
There were no decals
placed on the uniforms of
the Kansas City players in
honor of the tragedy, and

the organization decided to
honor the memory of
Kasandra Perkins and
other victims of domestic
violence.
A beloved teammate had
been lost, and after the
game many players and officials let out their emotions.
“It’s an eerie feeling,”
said Chief’s quarterback
Brady Quinn, “after a win
and you can’t feel like you
won in a situation like this. I
was thinking in my head
what could I have done different, you know when you
ask someone how they are
doing do you really mean it?”
There are no clear-cut
answers or solutions, but
we can at least have a conversation. These incidents
of domestic violence and
homicide with guns will
continue to happen as long
as we get upset one day and
forget about the next. Talk
might be cheap, but it can
still be useful if we tone it
down and try to think, understand and not react so
quickly.

Death and reflection in Kansas City

BY RIVERS-CLEVELAND

Saturday, the sports
world was rocked by news
that would be unimaginable
if it didn’t happen as often
as it does. The peaceful
calm of a brisk Kansas City
morning was broken by the
sound of gunfire. A two
month old child lost her
mother, and by the afternoon she would have no
parents at all.
Domestic violence happens so much we almost
take it for granted, but on
this day we will stop and
pause; for beautiful young
rich people ain’t supposed

to die like this.
Kansas City lineman
Javon Belcher took a gun
and killed his girlfriend,
and then went to his place
of work and killed himself
in front of his bosses,
Coach Rommel Crenel and
General Manager Scott
Poili. Why would a young
25-year-old man with a
dream job, great looking
woman and brand new
child throw it all away in a
moment of madness?
Yes these things happen
all the time, but wouldn’t
they happen less if we
cared more? When something like this happens we
cringe for a moment, shake
ourselves off and forget it.
We wouldn’t even be talking about Kasandra M.
Perkins had she not been
shot down by her NFL
boyfriend.
Is it just me or does anyone else think that perhaps
if we didn’t glorify violence
so much we‘d have less of
it? Pop culture promotes
aggression as sexy and ci-

vility as wimpy and soft.
Also, too many guns are too
easily accessible. How
many crimes of passion
would be committed if one
couldn’t quickly reach for
that weapon that can administer death with lightning speed?
Ironically it has been
five years since the Washington Redskins buried
NFL player Sean Taylor
who was killed by young
thugs at his home by gunfire. Outspoken black
sports columnist Jason Witlock had these comments:
“I would argue that your
rationalizations speak to
how numb we are in this
society to gun violence and
murder. We’ve come to accept our insanity. We’d prefer to avoid seriously
reflecting upon the absurdity of the prevailing notion
that the second amendment somehow enhances
our liberty rather than
threatens it.”
NBC announcer and living legend Bob Costas
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rainey’s
Bulletin

Help
&
Hope

By Pastor Martin Rainey

By Dr. Basha Jordan
www.HopeAliveMinistry.org

Increasing parental engagement

Everybody needs somebody
There are no self-made men or
women. Everybody needs somebody to
assist them no matter what endeavor
they attempt, especially when they are
trying to overcome an addiction.
In all 12 step programs there is
someone called a sponsor who is responsible for showing the “newcomer” how
the process of the 12 steps works. A
sponsor is a person who has a working
knowledge of the program and should
be someone you trust.
In my 24 years of being involved in
12 step programs as a sponsor and a
sponsee, I have seen individuals who
claim they did not trust people and did
not need a sponsor. These are the same
persons who, when in active addiction,
gave their money to someone they did
not know to bring back a product they
could not readily verify as valid. Sometime the person did not come back at all
or when they did it was a “burn bag,”
which is bad dope. If you could trust
someone to bring you dope, you need to
trust someone to give you hope.
People who refuse to accept guidance and help from others fail miserably
in all walks of life. In the church, Jesus
“gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers, for the equipping
of the saints for the work of ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12).
Pastors are specifically called to give
help in the shepherding of the people of
God and giving them the tools on how to
live a Christian life. People in the church
who want to do their own thing, their
own way, without pastoral guidance are
a hindrance to the church and to themselves. The mark of good leaders is that
they know how to be good followers.
One of the reasons why God has
blessed me so in this arena of addiction,
recovery and deliverance is because I
know how to take direction from those
whom God has placed in my life to sponsor, pastor and mentor me. This came
about as a result of me thinking that I
knew everything and God let the bottom
fall out of my life.
But, He also provided some persons
to catch me so that I would not be totally
ruined. Failure can be a very good
teacher for those of us who may think
we do not need anyone to tell us what to
do.
Today, I have a sponsor for each 12
step program in which I participate and
Bishop Don Meares as my mentor and
pastor. There are also men and women
in my life whom I readily consult on var-

ious issues because there is wisdom
among intelligent counsel.
Persons who suffer from the disease
of addiction need qualified persons
around them especially during the holiday seasons because this is the time
when so much is happening around us
which can be very distracting.
If you are new in recovery, it is very
important not to go around people,
places, or things that will put your recovery in jeopardy. If you are an alcoholic,
stay out of the bar and away from alcohol as much as possible. The same goes
for the gambler. Stay clear of any games
of chance and people who will tempt
you. Anybody, any place or anything that
will set off your obsessive compulsive
behavior is to be avoided at all cost.
If you must go to a party where there
will be temptation, take someone with
you who is aware of your addiction and
who will help you avoid a relapse. Remember, your addiction will talk to you
and say things that may make sense to
you at the moment, but is designed to
sabotage your program.
It will say things such as, “You know
wine was never your drink of choice, you
can have a small glass of wine,” or if you
are an overeater, you might hear a voice
utter, “You have not had any fried
chicken or cake in three months, a few
pieces now won’t hurt you, go ahead,
just for today.”
Don’t listen to those voices because
addicts never know how to do just one or
a little bit of anything. It will all lead back
to your addiction of choice, even if it’s a
person. Some people we just need not be
around whether it’s a holiday or not.
Christmas, Thanksgiving, Valentine’s Day, your birthday, vacation time,
and the weekends are times to be very
cautious, no matter how long you have
been in recovery or delivered. Some
people never make it back from a relapse. They have heart attacks, strokes,
accidents, an over dose, DUI or other
misfortunes.
Trust someone to help you monitor
yourself. Everybody needs somebody
sometime. Someone also needs you.
If this column has been a blessing to
you, please call me at (443) 250-9635 or
send an email to ProphetBasha@aol.com.
You can also send a letter by snail mail to
Dr. Jordan, P.O. Box 16622, St. Petersburg, FL 33733.
Don’t forget to listen to us on WRXB
AM every 1st & 3rd Sat. at 8:30-9 a.m.
And remember, “No matter what’s
going on with you today, there is hope for
you.” I’m Dr. J. — be blessed.

The “Walking School Bus” parents
In my travels
throughout our
community, I’m
blessed
with
meeting parents
who are committed and determined that their
children will get a
quality education.
When asked the
question: “Will
you follow your
children at least
to grade five?”
all
exThey
claimed, “YES!” I
The “Walking School Bus” parents,
prayed to myself,
Campbell Park Elementary School
Lord, bless and be
with these parents in every aspect of are volunteers in the “Walking School
Bus” program. This program is intheir lives.
Mamie Jackson, program coordina- cluded in the initiative by United Way to
tor and a resource center manager for help parents get their kids to school on
time.
United Way shared the following:
The “Walking School Bus” is where
Campbell Park Elementary Parents
a group of students gather at predeterare Getting Involved!
The parents at Campbell Park Ele- mined routes in the school’s zoned area
mentary School are gearing up to be- to walk to school together accompanied
come future leaders and are becoming by parent volunteers. The parents in the
more involved in their children’s educa- “Walking School Bus” are representation. These parents are a part of the tive of the saying: “It takes a village to
school’s “Parent Leadership Team,” raise a child.”
You can’t miss them! The parents
which is a part of an initiative through
United Way and funded by the Tampa have on neon yellow safety vests and
carry big stop signs. If you see them,
Bay Rays.
in support of the “Walking
“honk”
These parents attended a six week
School
Bus,”
and the involved parents
informational program that will assists
them in gaining more knowledge of the at the school.
For more information on the propublic school system, help them serve
as a strong examples to other parents gram, please contact Mamie Jackson at
and encourages them to become more 727-433-3829 or mjackson@uwtb.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
involved in their kids and school.
“The parents are willing and able to Parent Support For Education Council,
step up and become added voices to de- inc., Chairman JWB South County Comcisions involving the school and the stu- munity Council and also serves as Outdents,” said Jackson. The program is reach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
voluntary and the parents meet every Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
Mon. from 9 - 9:45 a.m.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
The informational sessions include
topics on parental involvement and en- mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 420gagement, FCAT skills that students 1326
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of
should know, getting involved with the
each
month at 6:30 p.m. at the HospitalPTA and other topics that are of interest
ity House located at 3647 18th Ave. S.,
to the parents.
In addition to the “Parent Leader- St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side
ship Team,” many of the team’s parents Tabernacle Baptist Church.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Black Women’s Roundtable
open letter
Below is a letter drafted
by the Black Women’s
Roundtable to Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-CA) and Sen.
Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) regarding how many national
leaders are responding to the
pillorying of Dr. Susan Rice.
Rice is being ridiculed
over the straw-man issue of
the Benghazi press conference which provided early
information about the
killing of a U.S. ambassador
and three other Americans
when the consulate was attacked and virtually destroyed by terrorist.
This open letter is signed
by more than 100 national
women leaders admonishing
the U.S. Senate to be more
thoughtful and less biased
and transparently prejudiced in their handling of the
current tsunami of negative
public opinion against the
Ambassador to the United
Nations, Dr. Susan Rice.
Dear Chairman Feinstein and Ranking Member
Chambliss:
On behalf of the Black
Women’s Roundtable, in
partnership with the legion
of strong women leaders
and organizations across
this nation, we write to express our unequivocal support and respect for United
Nations Ambassador Susan
Rice as a leader and representative of the United
States in foreign policy.
Ambassador Rice has
been and continues to be a
role model to all women.
She has excelled throughout her career both in the
public and private sector.
Her commitment to international peace and the
equality of all people should
be heralded, not summarily
dismissed for political gain
and expedience. Hence, we
urge all U. S. Senators to afford Ambassador Rice the
proper respect appropriate
for any other Cabinet-level
member of a sitting Administration.
The Black Women’s
Roundtable comprises an
intergenerational membership of Black women civic
leaders of international, na-

Some signers of the open letter include
Jessica Brown, Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich, Ph.D.,
Barbara Arnwine, Esq., Salandra Benton
and Melanie Campbell.
tional, regional and statebased organizations and institutions
that
works
collectively to advance policies and strategic initiatives
that help to improve the
of
underserved
lives
women and girls. Our
members work in a wide
range of social justice, civic,
corporate,
labor
and
women’s organizations and
we support the ability of
our sisters in the public and
private sector to excel in
their areas of expertise.
It is within this context
that we must highlight the
accomplishments of Ambassador Rice, who represents a rich and important
legacy of strong women
leaders in foreign policy,
such as former Secretaries
of State Madeline Albright
and Condoleezza Rice, and
current Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton. Ambassador Rice’s credentials are
above reproach, having
previously served as Special Assistant to President
Bill Clinton and Senior Director for African Affairs at
the National Security Council at the White House.
It is a testament to Ambassador Rice’s work ethic
and dedication to her craft
that she became one of the
youngest assistant secretaries of state in history
during the Clinton Administration and ultimately became a co-recipient of the
White
House’s
2000
Samuel Nelson Drew Me-

morial Award for distinguished contributions to
the formation of peaceful,
cooperative relationships
between states.
We feel it necessary to
remind the Senate of Ambassador Rice’s impeccable
credentials because of the
failure of some to respect
her role as the United
States Ambassador and
leader in foreign policy.
While some members of
the Senate have pushed
back on their rush to judgment in the press regarding Ambassador Rice’s
prepared remarks on the
attack in Benghazi, we feel
that the public integrity and
reputation of this brilliant
woman, who serves our
country with great dignity,
has been unfairly and unnecessarily attacked.
Ambassador Rice’s leadership
in
President
Obama’s Cabinet is commendable. It is for this reason
that
we,
the
undersigned, have come together
representing
women leaders from across
this country to express our
ardent support for Ambassador Rice in her role as
ambassador to the United
Nations and any other public service leadership roles
she may be afforded in the
future.
We look forward to following-up with you on our
support of Ambassador
Rice.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Activist Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich
From RIGHTS, page 1

Center for Community and
Economic Justice (CCEJ).
Within the context of the
CCEJ, she oversees an
after school program for
high school students Quantum Opportunities.
The program aims to increase high school graduation rates and post
secondary education enrollment as well as improve
grades and curb risky behavior such as substance
abuse and early pregnancies. CCEJ champions the
untapped potential of St.
Petersburg’s at-risk youth.
Leftwich’s office is situated in the historic Kenwood Neighborhood on
Central Avenue. It is an
area where quiet desperation can be easily found.
Not known for sitting
on the sidelines, she has
not been deterred by challenges posed by a city that
has a long history of extremely high dropout rates
(over 50 percent), drug related crime and abuse and
a sometimes overwhelming homeless population.
This past August she
met with black women
throughout the Tampa Bay
region as a part of the national collective known as
the Black Women’s Round
Table. A conference was
held at CCEJ headquarters
coinciding with the Republican National Convention.
The women caucused
around issues affecting
African-American families
such as domestic violence,
incarceration, drug use and
dropout rates.
More recently, the leadership of The Black
Women’s Round Table prepared an Open Letter addressed to Senators Dianne
Feinstein and Saxby Chambliss outlining their outrage
at the treatment of Dr.
Susan Rice by high ranking
GOP officials.
Leftwich commented
recently on the current fire
storm of controversy surrounding the United States
Ambassador to the United
Nations, Dr. Susan Rice,
who has come under fire
from the right wing of the
Republican Party for her
handling of the media immediately following the
Benghazi consulate attack
that took place on September 11 of this year.
“[We] expect dinner
table behavior and not behavior like [they] have not
been toilet trained. This is
not acceptable leadership,”
she quipped.
Referring to remarks
made by John McCain and

others lambasting Rice’s
handling of Benghazi as
well as the attacks on Rice’s
credentials and character,
she went on to say that Rice
“does not deserve to have
her credentials marginalized in the interest of partisan bickering … the
confirmation process is
going to be disgusting. ”
Leftwich rejects the
idea that the attack on
Susan Rice is simply a result of inaccurate Benghazi
“talking points.” Instead,
she believes that racism is
the motivating factor for
the GOP attack and has
joined with other black
women, from Tampa Bay
and beyond, in an effort to
support Susan Rice and her
potential nomination by
President Obama to replace Hillary Clinton as
Secretary of State.
“Americans fail to see
how dynamic the relationship is between the Secretary of State and all the
other peoples of the world,”
said Leftwich.
She suggests that the
leadership of the GOP is
afraid stating that, “we
would have two African
Americans at the highest
level of governance, in the
world.”
Having lived and studied in Germany as a Fulbright scholar, she has an
expanded view of the U.S.
Dr. Leftwich is no
stranger to discrimination.
Growing up in upstate New
York, she first faced and
dealt with discrimination in
high school where the
rules changed suddenly in
order to exclude her from
the debate team after a stel

lar performance.
“At that time there was
as much discrimination in
Buffalo as there was in
Biloxi,” she assured.
Later, as an undergraduate at North Carolina Central University (NCCU) in
Durham, N.C., she was arrested with a friend for
using a “whites only” water
fountain at a local department store.
“These are yours…we
don’t want these Northerners coming down here and
making trouble,” she recalled the police telling the
dean.
In another incident at
NCCU, when Leftwich ran
for president of the student
body, she was denied the
office and was told that it
was inappropriate for a
“girl” to hold the position.
The president of the
university, sympathetic to
her plight, created a new
position within student government and appointed her
to be the first University
Public Relations Officer.
Pondering the past and
musing about the present,
she said, “if you live long
enough, you can say ‘its
Déjà vu’ all over again,’”
she then modestly credited
the late Yogi Berra with
that observation.
“Ninety percent of
African-American women
voted for Obama. In fact, in
every presidential election,
in the last 20 years …
where a Democrat was
elected, black women voters made the difference …
the collective political
power of [all] women cannot be underestimated,”
she finished.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AKA’s hold health wellness event
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Hypertension and diabetes
are common diagnosis
among many Americans of
African descent. Therefore,
the Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. held a
health wellness event at the
Enoch Davis Center last
Tues., Nov. 27 to educate and
activate the community.
Audience members were
asked to respond with a
show of hands if they had
been diagnosis with hypertension (high blood pressure), and only a few hands
rose. But when asked if they
had a friend of family member with the diagnosis, the almost 60 plus in attendance
raised their hands.
Nephrologist Dr. Lynn
Matcha, MD of the Renal
Hypertension Center explained that African-American men and women are
equally represented when
it comes to being at risk of
acquiring hypertension.
“African-American men
and women are close to
equal with hypertension with
men diagnosed at 43 percent
versus women at 45.7 percent,” said Dr. Matcha.
Although the disease is
easy to treat and manage, Dr.

Matcha said members from
the African- American community face a challenge of
about 10 percent more than
other communities.
Among the several reasons cited for the increased
risk of being diagnosed with
the disease includes diet,
stress, and the inability to access affordable health care
for preventive exams and
early interventions and treatments if diagnosed.
Dr. Matcha highlighted
five myths about high blood
pressure along with information that dispels:
Myth 1: High Blood
pressure is not really
dangerous.
Truth: High blood pressure causes strokes, paralysis, bleeding in the eye
and kidney and congestive
heart failure.
Myth 2: I don’t need
to take blood pressure
medicine. I feel just fine.
Truth: It may take time
for symptoms to appear such
as headaches, swelling in the
legs, flushing or getting
angry easily. This is why it is
called a “silent killer.”
Myth 3: It’s ok as
long as one of the high
blood pressure numbers
is at a normal level.
Truth: Both numbers
need to be normal. The ideal
normal numbers is 120/80.

Nephrologist Dr. Lynn
Matcha, MD
Myth 4: If my blood
pressure is high I would
feel it.
Truth: Sometimes the
body adjusts itself to high
blood pressure and you
can’t feel it until a stroke or
some other medical problem arises.
Myth 5: Blood pressure can’t be controlled.
Truth: It can be controlled with many non-medicine
treatments
then
gradually move up to medicines if necessary. There are
many medications available
now with limited side effects
without invasive procedures.
Dr. Matcha suggests
that maintaining a healthy
diet that includes more
fruits, vegetables, low to no
salt, maintaining a healthy
weight and exercising as
much as possible will all
help control high blood

pressure and diabetes.
Registered
dietician
Medora Little encouraged
attendees to focus on what
they have the ability to
change such as food portion sizes, fresh instead of
processed foods and the reduction of salt when preparing or eating foods. She
explained that the body requires sodium, but only a
certain amount.
“About a teaspoon of
salt for the entire day is recommended.
Processed,
canned and fast foods are
high in sodium,” said Little.
She also explained the
need for preparing meals in
a healthy way. Little explained that over seasoning
and frying increases calories. She suggested baking,
grilling or roasting.
Collard greens, anyone?
Little suggest substituting
turkey or chicken instead
of ham hocks to season
your greens, beans and
other vegetables.
She finished with explaining portion control,
less condiments, and the
need to drink more water.
Little’s suggestions in
with
Dr.
conjunction
Matcha’s will help to reduce hypertension and the
diabetes epidemic plaguing
the African-American community.

Child care food program
ST. PETERSBURG – A
Circle of Children, Inc. announces its participation in
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Child Care Food
Program, which is a federally funded program that rechild
care
imburses
providers for serving nutritious meals and snacks to enrolled, eligible children.
Meals will be available at
no separate charge to all participants enrolled regardless
of race, color, national origin,
sex, age or disability. Parents
or guardians of children eligible for free and reducedprice meals must complete
an application.
Eligibility information includes the names of all

household member; income
of each household member
or household member’s
Food Assistance Program
case number or Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) case number;
signature of an adult household member; and last four
digits of the social security
number of the adult house-

hold member signing the application.
Children who are members of households receiving
Food
Assistance
Program of TANF benefits,
children enrolled in Head
Start or Early Head Start
and foster children are automatically eligible to receive
free meals benefits with ap-

propriate documentation.
Children from families
whose income is at or below
the levels shown on the
chart below are eligible for
free or reduced-prices
meals.
A Circle of Children is
located at 530 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg. For more information, call 727-321-6354.

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

Friday, December 7 – 2012 Holiday
Fundraiser Spaghetti Dinner will take place
this Fri. from 5-7 p.m. at the Enoch Davis
Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. Door Prize
drawings will be held at 6 p.m. Winners must
be present. For tickets please come to the
Enoch Davis Center’s front desk or for more
info call 893-7159. $7 per meal, All proceeds
to benefit the E. D. C. Commemorative Quilt
Project.
Saturday, December 8 — Holiday Walk and
Fish Fry hosted by Sistahs Supporting
Cancer Survivors. Walk anytime you choose
between 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. The starting point is
at 2535 MLK Street South to Lake Maggiore
Park, turn around and return to original
destination, total of approx. 2 miles. Portion
of proceeds benefit American Cancer
Society.
Thru May – Come enjoy the Legendary
Landscapes: Florida’s Original Highwaymen
Exhibit at the St. Petersburg Museum of
History, 335 2nd Ave. N.E. In the early 1950s
through the 1980s, a group of 26 AfricanAmerican artists created thousands of
Florida landscapes. These 26 men where
inducted into inducted into the Florida Artist
Hall of Fame. Don’t miss!
On going – Every Tuesday from 9 a.m.3 p.m. come enjoy the Gulfport Tuesday
Fresh Market. It is a year-round open-air
market featuring fruits, vegetables and a
wide variety of other foods; hand-made art
and crafts; bath, body and wellness
products; live music and more. Over 50
vendors and exhibitors participate each
Tuesday. Located between 28th Ave. S. &
Shore Blvd. S.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH
HUGE GARAGE SALE
Saturday
December 8
8:30-3:00
2101 22nd Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, 33712.

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability
(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Give a HolidayGreeting!
Reserve your message space in our
Special Holiday Season Issue!
Cost: 2 columns by 2 inches,

Only $25

WE CAN HELP!!!

Double or triple your ad size - it’s up to you!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance

Open: Wednesday - Sunday

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Experienced Advertising
Sales Representative

support Our
advertisers

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

(727) 867-3696
HELP WANTED

Please

Writer Needed!
Start TODAY!

PASTORS! Send a Message to Give Thanks!
Don’t Delay! DEADLINE FOR AD SUBMISSION IS MONDAY, DEC. 17 BY NOON!

Call or stop by The Weekly Challenger for more information or to place your ad.
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

PHONE: 727-896-2922 • FAX: 727-823-2568
Email: Advertising@TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.

Sell advertising space, including graphic
art, in The Weekly Challenger and
The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes
and formats for advertising.
Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

“Ask Your
Southside Lawyer”
James E.
Flynn Jr.

Every week The Weekly Challenger
will select your questions
and have James Flynn,
“Our Southside Lawyer” give answers.
Please submit questions to
theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call 727-490-6327.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Lease signing of MLK Center
CLEARWATER — No
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Center has ever been
closed in the history of Dr.
King’s legacy. So when the
City of Clearwater declared
that they could no longer
run the MLK Community
Center in North Greenwood and that it would be
destroyed, the Clearwater
MLK Jr. Neighborhood
Coalition stepped up the
plate and offered to take
over the center in order to
keep Dr. King’s dream alive
in their community.
Now, after being closed
for almost a year, the MLK
Coalition has been granted
the lease to the center by
the Pinellas County School
District, the owner of the
property.
In celebration of this
historic occasion, a free
community event to mark
the signing of the lease will
take place at the Center,
1201 Douglas St., in Clearwater, Sat., Dec. 8 from 124 p.m.

MLK Community Center in North Greenwood
On the agenda will be
musical presentations by
Mt. Olive AME and Mt.
Carmel churches. A short
presentation will include
speeches by the Clearwater City Manager, Bill
Horne and the Deputy Police Chief, Sandra Wilson.
The lease and keys will
be formally presented to
Wade Clark, President of
the MLK Coalition and a
big party with food, a DJ,
bouncy house, train and
face painting for children
will follow.
The Clearwater MLK,

Jr. Neighborhood Coalition, a 501C (3) corporation, is dedicated to seeing
that Dr. King’s dream is
kept alive in North Greenwood by continuing to
serve that community with
programs it has been providing over 40 years at the
Clearwater MLK Jr. Community Center.
Come and celebrate
this historic community
event with us!
For further information,
contact Wade Clark at 727678-0894, or Milton James
at 727-475-0030

Deltas announce partnership with
ASAP
ST. PETERSBURG —
As an organization of predominately African-American women, Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority is uniquely
positioned to impact not
only the well-being of its
members, but also the wellbeing of families and communities at large.
Since identifying organizational alliances that will
work to address pertinent
health issues is an important goal of the sorority, last
month the Deltas donated
several food and personal
needs items to the AIDS
Service Association of
Pinellas (ASAP) Pantry.
As one of the largest
AIDS service organizations
in Pinellas County, ASAP
provides case management
to approximately 1000
clients. Many of these
clients are registered to use
their Food and Personal
Needs Pantry.
ASAP is a multi-dimen-

Jordan Park Projects Nostalgic
Association elects officers
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Jordan Park Projects
Nostalgic Association, Inc.
(JPPNAI) election of officers was held Nov. 26 at
the Enoch Davis Center located at 111 18th Ave. S.
In conjunction with the
election of officers, the unveiling of a bust of Elder
Jordan, former slave who
donated land for what became the Jordan Park
housing development, was
presented.
The JPPNAI is in its
second year of serving the
community by providing a
mechanism to preserve
the rich heritage of life in
Jordan Park while at the
same time continuing to
embrace the needs of the
community.
Since the associations
inception, they have received their non-profit status (501c3) granted by the
IRS, held an Annual Scholarship Gala, granted four
scholarships to deserving
students, participated in
and donated to community
health fairs and provided
tutoring to students in the
Jordan Park community.
To ensure that the JPPNAI community commitment is evident and
visible, officers are elected
every two years. As the
ballots were tabulated it
was evident that a vote of
confidence was given to
the incumbent officers
with six of them retaining
their current positions.
The officers serving
for the 2013-15 term:
• President – Rufus
Lewis
• First-Vice President Minson Rubin
• Second-Vice President - Robert Perry

• Recording Secretary
- Lucinda Grant
• Treasurer - Jacquelyne Williams
• Corresponding Secretary - Brenda
Gilstrap,
• Parliamentary/ Sergeant at Arms - Louis
B. Williams
• Chaplin – Rev. Alvin
Miller
During the election
meeting, Dr. Basha P. Jordan, Jr., grandson of Elder
Jordan, was on hand to celebrate the unveiling of the
sculpture of his grandfather. He brought with him
a picture of Elder Jordan,
which was given to the
JPPNAI to be placed in
their archives.
Jordan became emotional as the bust was unveiled and stated that his
family was honored by this
presentation.
“My grandfather left a
legacy in St. Pete because
he did not allow the mark
of slavery to stop his
dreams. He trusted God,
stayed focused, had a Godfearing, full blooded,
Cherokee Indian wife
named Mary as a helpmate and followed his
dream to help poor black
people live better,” said
Jordan.
Elder Jordan led a
drive to build a school for
African Americans, built
residences in the TwentySecond Street South
neighborhood, was the
first chairman of the board
of trustees for black
schools in St. Petersburg
and Jordan Elementary,
which opened in 1925, was
named for him.
Before Elder Jordan
died in 1936, he acquired

Bust of Elder Jordan
additional land as he and
his five sons invested in
real estate, Jordan Park
Dance Hall (now the Manhattan Casino), fruit
stands, as well as a horse
and buggy stable. The
family even owned a transportation business to
transport people around
the St. Petersburg, Clearwater and Tampa area.
The unveiling provided
an opportunity to recognize a black man that
made significant contributions to this community.
There are plans for an official unveiling that will be
announced later. It will
also be on display at several locations throughout
the city in the future.
First Vice Pres. Rubin
spearheaded the project to
get the bust sculptured by
Professor Brian Ransom of
the Eckerd College Visual
Arts Department. Ransom
also built the pedestal for
which it stood atop.
Dr. Basha Jordan is
seeking any information
on his family history. He is
asking for people to contact him at (443) 250-9635
if they can be of assistance.

Blast from the past
Do you recognize the people in this photograph?
If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.
Food and personal needs items were donated.
sional community based
program providing services to those living with and

affected by HIV/AIDS and
other related health concerns.

CHRISTMAS GIFT
AND FOOD GIVEAWAY
Everything is FREE!!
When: Sat., Dec. 15 • Time: 9-12 p.m.
Where: Brister Temple Church of God
2901 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
First come, first served
For more information, contact
Eddie Robinson at 727-657-5975
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COMMUNITY NEWS
ASAP Holds World AIDS Day Breakfast

Community Spotlight

From AIDS, page 1

Young people between
the ages of 13 and 24 now
represent more than 25 percent of new infections in this
country. Most of these
youth, about 60 percent, are
unaware that they are even
infected. Harper expressed
to the crowd that the subgroups hardest hit by this
epidemic, especially in the
younger generation, have
been the gay and bisexual
men and African Americans.
“I was even shocked
when I read that,” Harper
said, “and I have my finger
on the pulse of this all the
time.”
Harper conveyed the
need for the community to
join together and to not stigmatize or label those inflicted with HIV/AIDS. The
lack of conversation concerning this now rarely
talked about disease has allowed those infected and the
horrible debilitating nature
of the disease to be forgotten.
Harper encourages parents, friends, and family
members to broach the subject and openly discuss prevention, as well as, smart
sex.
“We need to teach our
kids about HIV and AIDS,”
Harper demanded. “We
cannot just turn our head
and assume that someone
else is doing it for us.”
Both the ASAP and the
CDC preach and teach the
need for those of all ages infected with HIV to obtain
medical care by regularly
seeing a physician, and to
continue to take prescribed
medication. The data suggests that those who take
medication to suppress their
viral load are less likely to
spread the disease compared to their peers.
Harper suggests that although this information is
positive, it does not bode
well for those who are not
aware of their HIV status
and therefore not on med-

By Emma Cavin • Staff Writer

James E. Hubbard
Sportsman • Fisherman • Family Man

St. Petersburg Mayor Bill Foster proclaimed
Dec. 1 as World AIDS Awareness Day.
ication while participating in
unprotected sex.
“HIV prevalence is
higher in many of the communities that these young
people live in,” Harper explained, “and so there’s an
increased likelihood that
they will be exposed to an
infection with each sexual
encounter they have.”
Locally, the Pinellas
County Health Department
has
a
comprehensive
HIV/AIDS prevention program that offers robust education and testing. This
program has tested over
17,488 citizens of Pinellas
County.
At ASAP over 2,200 people in Pinellas county were
tested last year for HIV and
they continue to provide education classes, HIV updates, and outreach to
thousands of people as part
of their case management
program which provides
services to those living with
HIV and AIDS, linking them
to support and services in
the community that will enable them to live healthy
lives.
After the discussion on
preventing and suppressing
the HIV virus, members
joined together with song
and prayer to remember
loved ones, family members, and friends whose
lives were taken much too
early.
“We are all gathered

here to think, to reflect, to
wonder and to join with others in solidarity,” Reverend
Rice eulogized to the
somber group. “Let us never
forget.”
An AIDS Memorial Bell
Service was held where the
crowd mourned loved ones
lost to the disease and
strived to bring together diverse sections of the populace in recognition of those
both infected and affected
by HIV and AIDS. The
tolling of the bells ceremony
recognized each year from
1981 to the present, each toll
of the bell signifying another
year without a cure.
“With each toll we remember our family and
friends who have died, and
with each toll we remember
the forgotten that also must
be remembered,” Harper
preached. “Each toll [is a]
reminder that there are still
too many lives being forever
changed.”
St. Petersburg Mayor
Bill Foster proclaimed Dec.
1 as World AIDS Awareness
Day in St. Petersburg and
asked its citizens to stop and
reflect on the tragic consequences of HIV/AIDS. The
challenge is to continue to
spread the word and educate people on ways to combat and prevent HIV.
“If we’re going to get to
zero,” Harper concluded,
“we can’t let our efforts slow
down – not at all.”

James E. Hubbard was born in
McGhee, Miss. His family moved to
Florida when he was just four years
old, but he and his siblings returned to
visit and work nearly every summer.
He remembers the crops of sugar
cane, cotton, peas, and corn, yearly
crops. Hubbard related that he enjoyed watching things grow, but he
rarely enjoyed the back-breaking work
required to harvest those crops.
In St. Petersburg, Hubbard attended Davis Elementary, Sixteenth
Street Junior High, and Boca Ciega
High School. During his senior year,
he attended and graduated from Clearwater High School. While attending
Boca Ciega, Hubbard played on the
basketball and football teams.
In addition, he enjoyed bike riding,
swimming, and boxing. However,
playing on a team that continued to win
championships was the highlight of his
days in high school.
All through their school days, Hubbard or one of his siblings played on a
team. He cannot remember a time
when one of them was not playing on
some sports team. One of his sisters
played tennis. Another sister ran track,
and two of his brothers were quarterbacks for the Gibbs Gladiators.
Within the neighborhood, they
played together or acted as coaches
and trainers for each other. They enjoyed all sports and excelled in every
one they chose to play. An added
bonus was the level of excellence displayed in the classroom as well.
Hubbard and his siblings enjoyed
doing things together as children, and
they still spend time together as often
as possible. The home of their parents
is the place for short gatherings of siblings, their spouses, and their children
almost daily.
They are in the habit of dropping
by after work or school just to see how
their parents are doing. Plans are
sometimes made to meet there to drop

off or pick up their children. Some
days, the house of John and Lena Jordan seems just as busy with visiting
grandchildren as it did when the eight
siblings were growing up.
“Mom and Dad love being surrounded by their family. They probably would not know what to do if they
did not see some of us every day,” said
Hubbard.
Once a month, the siblings gather
at one of their homes for a backyard
barbeque, potluck dinner, homecooked meal, or fish fry. Everyone
prepares their own specialty when the
family is at their house.
Hubbard likes to cook crabs and
fry the fish. He goes fishing often, and
uses a special “secret” recipe for seasoning his catch. All agree that no one
else can cook seafood the way he does.
“I cook the best crabs in the state,”
Hubbard boasted. “My friends and
family ask me to prepare the seafood
meals because they know that fact. I
trap the crabs and catch the fish.
Then, I clean them, cook them, and
serve them.”
What Hubbard really wants to do is
open a seafood restaurant. He knows,
of course, that making a dream come
true takes a lot of planning and work.
Right now, he is developing the plans.
In the meantime, he catches and
delivers his fish and crab catches to
people who request them. His motto is:
“We catch and score just for you.”

7

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2012

COMMUNITY NEWS
Motown in Midtown, huge success

PCUL urges no more cuts to LIHEAP

BY KENDALL QUEEN

ST. PETERSBURG After many years of underfunding the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), Congress has
once again decided to
make drastic cuts when
the service is needed the
most.
As a result of the economic downturn and the
increase in poverty and
unemployment, the number of low-income households eligible for LIHEAP
services has continued to
escalate. The U.S. Census
recently reported that
46.2 million people are
now living in poverty, the
highest number the bureau has reported in its 52
years of publishing estimates.
A recent study found
that more than half of U.S.
households now devote
more than 20 percent of
their family budget toward energy costs, nearly
double what they spent
just ten years ago.
Additionally, the energy burden for low-income households is much
higher – the same study
found that for households
making less than $10,000
per year, energy costs eat
up more than three-quarters of their after-tax income.
For millions of Americans living on low and
fixed incomes, a surging
energy burden means less
money for other necessities such as food, housing,
health care and prescriptions.
The Pinellas County
Urban League located in
St. Petersburg, sees this
first hand. As administrator of LIHEAP for Pinellas
County, more and more
low-income citizens finds
themselves seeking services for the first time due
to the loss of employment,
disability or financial circumstances beyond their
control.
This brings us to
Sonya Alexander, disabled
from a Stroke in 2010,
Sonya finds herself needing help with her electric
bill after many years of
being self-sufficient and
independent. Born and

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Motown in Midtown
extravaganza was held in
the Legacy Garden of the
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum
located on 2240 9th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg last Thurs.
and Fri., Nov. 28 -29.
The production, performed by Arts Conservatory for Teens (ACT 1), was
the first of its kind for teens
in St. Pete, and was a huge
success that focused on
bringing the arts to life.
The audience was able
to enjoy the vast amount of
talent within our community, as well as remember
the music that changed the
world. With songs such as
Smokey Robinson’s “Shop
Around” and Marvin Gaye
and Tammi Terrell’s version of “Ain’t No Mountain
High Enough,” the crowd
was taken back in time to an
era when Hitsville ruled the
airwaves.
Writer and producer of
the review, Alex Harris,
graced the stage with his
soulful voice that is reminiscent of Marvin Gaye, The
Temptations and The Spinners all rolled up into one
ball of energy.
Originally from Manchester, Ga., Harris grew up
in a household full of music.
“When
we
were
younger, my brother and I
used to build instruments
out of the rubber bands
from collard greens, and
buckets with drumsticks
made from branches of pine
trees,” he said.
At the age of seven he
was performing in front of
crowds, by the age of 12 he
was performing professionally, and now he has been
seen on television from
BET to ESPN. But, you
won’t find him forgetting his
humble beginnings.
When Harris moved to
Boston to attend undergraduate school, he noticed a divide in the different groups

of students, and this gave
him an idea on how he
could bring the communities and different organizations together.
He put his idea in motion and used his experience with traveling around
the world to provide that
same experience for kids
and teenagers. This idea is
how ACT 1 was born.
The conservatory is an
opportunity for kids between the ages of 13-18 to
exercise and refine their talents in a professional environment.
Harris also performs
with the youth, allowing
them the experience of performing with professionals,
which gives them the opportunity to build a portfolio
and receive experience that
will help them get scholarships or get into college.
Between academic institutions and parents, the conservatory is able to ensure
that students are prepared
to pursue higher education.
The program is very successful with a 100 percent
graduation rate and at 100
percent college placement
rate.
The conservatory initiative began three years ago
when Harris had partnered
with the Boys and Girls
Club here in St. Pete. Now
partnered with the City of
St. Pete, TASCO Center For
Teen Technology, and the
Woodson Museum, ACT 1
strives to preserve the historic value of 22nd Street
South through the arts.
There is a lot of history
in Midtown that included
many famous musicians including Count Bassie and
Duke Ellington.
“I wanted to bridge the
gap of history, and inform
and educate today’s generation,” said Harris.
One such way was to
bring Motown to Midtown.
The play centered on the
story of a grandmother who
had just moved to Midtown
from Detroit, and had a

Alex Harris with
Herbert Murphey.

Alex performing
on stage during
Motown in Midtown.

Nana, played by
Rachelle, schooling
her granddaughter
in music
granddaughter
who
dreamed of being in the
music industry.
The grandmother takes
it upon herself to school her
granddaughter on what
music was like in her day.
From flashbacks to Barry
Gordy’s struggles to get
Motown off the ground, the
performers were able to
bring to life the history of
the music that still impacts
American culture; a history
of music that was birthed
during the Civil Rights
Movement.

raised in Safety Harbor in
a household with nine
siblings, Sonya’s ambition was to become a
commercial artist and
travel to see the world.
Those plans were cut
short at the age of 17,
when she became pregnant with her first child
and having to drop out of
high school in the 11th
grade to become a
mother. With all of her
plans on hold, she accepted her first job with
Checkers (fast food
chain), as a new crew
member, she was responsible for cleaning and
cooking the hamburgers.
This new job was hard
at first with long hours
away from her family, but
she learned everything
that she could about the
business. Sonya decided
to make this her new career. She worked her way
up the management chain
to eventually become a
general manager.
Although getting there
wasn’t easy, she had to
overcome many adversities, yet her willingness
and drive to make a
change in her life and to
be successful outweighed
the culture of discrimination and marginal pay.
Nevertheless, Sonya
and her husband of 30
years raised three children and never once
asked the government for
any assistance until her
medical
condition
changed in 2010.
Suffering from a debilitating stroke and her husband not able to find work
in the construction trade,
recently she too had to
reach out to the Pinellas
County Urban League for
help with her three month
overdue electric bill.
“Thank God for this
help from the Urban
League, my lights were
off and I needed my electricity restored quickly in
order to keep expensive
prescription medicines refrigerated,” said Sonya.
Sonya is of the new trend
of customers seeking government assistance in
order to make ends meet.
“The demand for LIHEAP
services
are

Watson Haynes
greater than ever before,
our waiting areas are overcrowded and our phones
are constantly ringing
with customers asking for
help,” said Watson L.
Haynes, president & CEO
of the Pinellas County
Urban League.
“As a result of a stagnant economy having little
growth and anticipated
cuts in funding for the upcoming year, it would only
mean that the Urban
League will serve fewer
customers and resort to
turning away others due
to inadequate funding,
Haynes added.
LIHEAP Helps America’s Most Vulnerable:
Under LIHEAP, states set
eligibility rates to assist
lower income families.
Roughly 75 percent of
households that are
helped earn less than
$15,000 and 50 percent
earn
less
than
$10,000/year.
Virtually all LIHEAP
households have a lovedone of very modest means
who is elderly, disabled,
or a child under six.
Cutting LIHEAP is not
the way to balance the
budget. While tough decisions need to be made to
help us reduce our nation’s overall debt, LIHEAP is an essential
program that is meeting
the basic needs of our
most vulnerable population.
This is why we must
contact our senators and
representatives to let
them know that cutting LIHEAP is not an option, because more and more of
our most disadvantaged
citizens will be affected
negatively if more cuts are
made.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Who’s next for the Bulls? Belcher told cops he was waiting for ‘girlfriend’
BY MARIA SUDEKUM
Associated Press

Skip Holtz
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Sixteen years ago the
USF Bulls thought they
had the right man for the
program until allegations
of slapping a player
dogged Jim Leavitt. He
was later fired and the
school went on a national
search for a head coach
yet again.
USF thought they had
found the right man with
a plan to take the football
program to another level
in Skip Holtz, former
head coach East Carolina
and son of the legendary
Lou Holtz.
Holtz guided the Bulls
for three seasons and one
bowl appearance. There
had been some high expectations for Holtz and
the football program at
USF, but apparently there
were some missing ingredients.
What is really wrong
with the USF football program? If you are realistic
you can see that the program is in shambles.
Right now teams are defecting from the Big East
and going elsewhere. All
of the teams with tradition and history behind
them such as Syracuse,
Louisville, Rutgers, West
Virginia and Pittsburg
have joined other conferences. So where does
that leave USF? Still in a
dismantled Big East Conference which has lost all
of the marquee teams.
It would be a safe bet
to say that USF will find a
coach within the next
couple of weeks. There
are several candidates
that are being mentioned

such as Rook Zook who
coached at UF and Illinois, and Houston Nutt
the former Arkansas
coach.
Also there are some
small school coaches on
the list such as Rick
Stockstill of Middle Tennessee and Mario Cristobal
of
Florida
International. Also, there
are some up and coming
assistants from some top
college programs that
may be considered such
as Dan Quinn (Defensive
Coordinator, UF) and
Chad Morris (Offensive
Coordinator, Clemson).
Willie Taggert, the
current head coach at
Western Kentucky, is an
intriguing candidate. He
is a Florida native and he
knows the state quite well
from a recruiting standpoint and he currently
has 30 Floridians on his
current roster. He has
taken the program at
WKU and made some
vast improvements.
To sum it up, the USF
football fans deserves a
coach that can come here
and not just win consistently but win a conference
championship.
There are a few coaches
with some experience on
their resumes like Zook
and Nutt, but they have
failed at other schools
and the other coaches
just don’t have enough
experience.
Willie Taggert, however, can recruit. Think of
this, if he can get Floridians to come to WKU, he
sure as hell can get recruits to come to USF.
Willie Taggert is a can’t
miss candidate.

KANSAS CITY, Mo.
(AP) — Kansas City Chiefs
linebacker Jovan Belcher
told officers who found him
sleeping in his car outside
an apartment complex
hours before he committed
a murder-suicide that he
was there to visit a woman
he described as his ‘’girlfriend,’’ but that she wasn’t
home.
The apartment complex
is about 10 miles from the
Kansas City home Belcher
shared with 22-year-old
Kasandra Perkins, the
mother of their 3-month-old
daughter Zoey. Belcher
shot Perkins at their home
Saturday morning before
driving to Arrowhead Stadium, where he committed
suicide in the practice facility’s parking lot, police said.
Police responded to a
report about 2:50 a.m. Saturday of a man sleeping in
his car outside an apartment building, police
spokesman Darin Snapp
said Tuesday. When police
the
car,
approached
Belcher got out of the vehicle and was cooperative,
Snapp said.
‘’We ask him ‘Why are
you sleeping here?’, and he
says he’s there to visit his
girlfriend, but she’s not
home,’’ Snapp said.
When police determined Belcher didn’t have
any outstanding warrants,
Snapp said Belcher, 25,
made a phone call and a
short time later, a woman
let Belcher into her build-

ing. Police did not question
the woman and don’t know
who she is, he said.
‘’When he was sleeping
she may have come home,
and he didn’t realize,’’
Snapp said. ‘’He was very
cooperative and thanked
the officers.’’
Snapp said that was the
last contact police had with
Belcher ‘’until his name
came up’’ with the shooting
at his home.
Witnesses have since
told police that Belcher
stayed at that apartment
until 6:30 a.m., Snapp said.
At about 7:50 a.m., powere
called
to
lice
Belcher’s home after he
had shot and killed
Perkins, whose body was
found on the floor of the
master bathroom with multiple gunshot wounds, according to a police incident
report.
Belcher then drove
about five miles to Arrowhead Stadium, where he
was met by general manager Scott Pioli and coach
Romeo Crennel, who
Belcher thanked for all
they had done for him.
When police arrived,
Belcher moved behind a
vehicle, out of clear view of
officers, Snapp said. He
said Belcher then knelt
down and shot himself
once in the head.
Snapp said Belcher also
used two separate, legally
registered handguns in the
shootings.
Friends have said the
relationship
between
Belcher and Perkins was
strained. The couple briefly

Jovan Belcher
lived apart recently before
getting back together by
Thanksgiving, friend Brianne York told The Associated Press.
Kansas City Chiefs
spokesman Ted Crews said
Tuesday he wasn’t aware of
what counseling efforts the
team may have made for
Belcher and Perkins.
Belcher played college
football at the University of
Maine, where he repeatedly was the subject of university police reports. A
University
of
Maine
spokeswoman provided the
reports to the AP.
In April 2006, Belcher
punched his fist through a
dorm window after becoming upset over a woman,
documents said.
And in February 2007, a
noise complaint was lodged
after ‘’a discussion outside
of his room’’ between
Belcher and a woman. The
report says ‘’both stated
that she was to contact him
by 23:00 hours and did not.

He became worried and
when she did show up he
told her that he did not
want to see her until the
morning.’’
Also Tuesday, police
posted a brief audio recording of some of Saturday
morning’s dispatch traffic.
In the 1-minute, 41-second
audio compilation, a dispatcher is relaying information about the shooting at
Belcher’s home.
In one segment, the dispatcher says a 22-year-old
woman had been shot at
the Belcher address, ‘’possibly by her son.’’
In another segment, the
dispatcher says someone is
at Arrowhead with an unknown weapon and later
that an ‘’unknown party at
the (Chiefs) practice field
confronted the staff and
they don’t know what he’s
armed with.’’
Snapp said that was the
only audio police planned
to release regarding the
shootings.

Gilmore leads Knights over Pasco
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

TAMPA - Dade City
Pasco came into the contest
against
the
Robinson
Knights with high expectations and a reputation to uphold on the field. For the
most part, in the end it was
the Knights who knocked
the fight out of the Pirates.
The offensive line of
Robinson bullied the Pirates
defensive front at will.
“We had a dominant
third quarter, defensively
we did what we wanted to
do. We were afraid of Janarion Grant,” said Coach
Mike DePue. However, he

was never a factor.
One the first play of the
game, Zain Gilmore bobbled the snap and took a lick
from a defender and Brandon Ray scooped it up and
ran 30 yards for the Pirates
first and only lead of the
game 7-0 in the first quarter.
Robinson showed some
resolve by marching down
the field on the ensuing
drive of 80 yards and 16
plays which was capped off
by an 8 yard Robert Priester
touchdown to even the
game at 7-7.
The Knights came back
in the second quarter with
an 8 play 74 yard drive in
which Mike Duclos scored

on a 1 yard plunge and the
Knights would hold a 14-7
advantage. The Pirates
came back to tie the score
14-14 as Ben Chandler
tossed an 8 yard touchdown
to Nate Craig.
Gilmore began to find
his rhythm and got loose for
an 80 yard touchdown run
as the Knights would take a
21-14 lead in to the locker
room.
After halftime, the
Knights came out and elevated their game as their offensive line really started to
manhandle the Pirates defensive line. Gilmore would
score on runs of 1, 23 yards
to put the Knights up 35-14

in the third quarter.
Martin Ruiz added two
scores of 7, 20 yards along
with 114 yards rushing on
17 carries to make it a 49-14
game in the fourth. Pasco
would add another score on
a Chandler to Craig 63 yard
touchdown pass to make a
final score of 49-21. Gilmore
of Robinson had 124 yards
rushing with 3 touchdowns
and he was also 7/8 for 94
yards.
“We won the battle upfront and played Robinson
football,” said Gilmore said,
Friday night Robinson
will host Tallahassee Godby
in the 5A state semifinal
game.

initial eligibility standards are
designed to better prepare incoming student-athletes to be
successful in college.
“While we’ve seen improvement with academics
for minority student-athletes
... we are not satisfied and
continue to address these
challenges as a higher education association,” the NCAA
said in the statement.
The NCAA said a number
of programs and funding also
are offered to help student-

athletes be successful, such
as the Student Assistance
Fund and funding for limitedresource institutions to
strengthen academic support.
“We appreciate the report’s authors noting that relatively few student-athletes
go pro,” the NCAA said.
“That is why student-athletes
need to take advantage of
their scholarships and stay in
school and earn their degrees.”

Penn studies African-American athlete graduations
PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
A report released through
the University of Pennsylvania’s Graduate School of Education shows that most of
the schools in the NCAA’s six
major sports conferences
have weak graduation rates
for African-American male
student-athletes.
The Center for the Study
of Race and Equity in Education provided data from a
four-year study of athletes
from the schools that comprise the ACC, Big East, Big
Ten, Big 12, Pac 12 and SEC.
The findings show that on average, 50.2 percent of AfricanAmerican
male
student-athletes graduated
within six years and that 96.1
percent of the schools graduated African-American male
student-athletes at rates
lower than student-athletes

overall.
Northwestern of the Big
Ten led the way with a graduation rate of 83 percent for
its African-American male
student-athletes, well above
the average undergraduate
rate for all schools studied, regardless of race: 72.8 percent.
Notre Dame ranked second
(81 percent), followed by Villanova and Penn State (78
percent each).
The Penn study refutes
an NCAA claim that AfricanAmerican male student-athletes are 10 percent more
likely to graduate than their
same-race male peers who
are not members of intercollegiate sports teams. The
study said that was not true
across the six conferences.
“While the graduation
disparities were not surprising, what was surprising was

the astounding pervasiveness and depth of the disparities, as well as the fact that
institutional leaders, the
NCAA and athletics conference commissioners have not
done more in response to
them,” said Shaun R. Harper,
the report’s lead author. “Research has yielded clear
strategies for (African-American) male student-athlete
success. However, there
needs to be the institutional
will to implement these simple, and often low-cost, solutions, as well as accountability
from the media and the athletes themselves.”
Topping the list of the 10
universities with the lowest
African-American male student-athlete graduation rates
was Iowa State with 30 percent. South Florida, Arizona
and Arkansas were close be-

hind at 31 percent.
Overall, the study said 22
universities graduated their
African-American male student-athletes at a rate higher
than their African-American
male undergraduate populations. Kansas State topped
the list with a 21 percent
higher graduation rate.
The Penn report also addresses universities that have
a wildly disproportionate
number of African-American
male student-athletes. At
Marquette, they were overrepresented by 77 percent.
The NCAA said in a statement Monday that several academic reforms and other
actions the organization has
taken already address many
of the recommendations in
the report. Postseason eligibility is now tied directly to
academic success, and new
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

WEdnESday

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Upcoming Events for December
Dec. 9 - Church Outing –
Gethsemane Baptist Church,

4 p.m.
Dec. 10-11 - Congress No.
2 Joint Session with Congress
No. 6 to be held at Mt. Taber
in Tampa, FL.
Dec. 17 - Gift Wrap and
Fellowship for Christmas
with the community at 6 p.m.
Dec. 22 - Christmas with
the Community for Adopted
Families at St. Mark will convene from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
(Church Office closed).
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Jesus is the Reason for the
Season
(Church
Office
closed Dec. 25 and 26).
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

Genesis Worship Center Church
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday season).
Young Adult Ministr y
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held ever y Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held ever y
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study ever y Wednesday
evening at 7.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Dec. 4 – One80 Youth Ministry and College Prep 101 –
Be prepared, presents Career
Day. High School students
and their parents are encouraged to come out and meet
professionals who will be
speaking on their chosen careers. Youth Dining Hall at 7
p.m.
Dec. 5 – Join us for Bible
Study at Noon or 7 p.m. in the
main sanctuary.
Men’s Unity Ministry - Invite all men to come out every
3rd Thursday of the month for

a unity fellowship at 7:00 PM
in the Mt. Zion Youth Fellowship Hall to understand what a
“Man of God should look like.”
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents and Teens if college is in
your future please join College
Prep 101, held the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday’s of each month in
the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30
– 7:30 p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 7
p.m. Join us at the CARE
building. For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at (727) 289-6957.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program –

Grades K – 9th will be offered
homework assistance, math,
reading, and vocabulary skills,
and much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services or contact Ms. Doris
Newton at (727)822-0443, ext.
301
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla.
Phone: 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
To God Be the Glory!
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church welcomes Minister
and Mrs. Chandrahasa Srinivasa. Minister Chan Srinivasa
has been appointed as the Executive Assistant to Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Praise The Lord Everyone! Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church welcome’s you

to an exciting night of spiritual
awareness to help close out
2012 and welcome in 2013.
You and everyone you
know are invited to take part
in our annual event to commemorate an important Biblical lesson about keeping
watch.
Our annual Watch Night
Worship and Praise Service
will be Monday, December 31,
2012 at 9:45 p.m. The guest
speaker will be Dr. Joseph
Gordon, Pastor Emeritus of
Pleasant
Grove
Baptist
Church. In addition to Dr.
Gordon’s preaching, Friendship’s own Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., will bring the second message.
Come one, come all, you
don’t want to miss this! In
Jesus name, many blessings

for you and yours.
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at
7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Pilgrim MBC
Mount Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist is celebrating its 7th
Pastoral and 33rd Church Anniversary
You are cordially invited to
attend the 7th Pastoral and
33rd Church Anniversary of
Mount Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church, 4000 – 5th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL.
Theme: The Watchman
and the Church. Scripture: Hebrews 13: 13-21.

We invite all church families, as well as, the public to
come out on Dec. 6 at 7 p.m.;
then, Friday, Dec. 7 at 7 p.m.,
join us in our upbeat Musical
Festival for the Appreciation of
Pastor Clark and Lady Debbie
Hazley.
On Sunday, Dec. 9 at 3:30
p.m. the “Finale” of the Pastoral and Church Anniversary
services will be rendered by
Word of Life Fellowship, Dr.

Ellis Hodge. We are grateful to
God; past and present pastors,
leaders, members, and other
churches families for all you
have done in previous years to
support the Mount Pilgrim
Missionary Baptist Church
family. We give God the Glory
for 33 years! Please contact
mountpilgrimmbc@yahoo.co
m or 727-542-0159 with any
questions or concerns.

Please join Genesis Worship Center Church in welcoming Bishop Corletta J.
Vaughn of Go Tell It Ministry Worldwide to St. Petersburg for three days of
anointed ministry. Pastor
Michael T. Culbreth and
Elect-Lady Shelia Culbreth
will be hosting all services at
1818 29th Ave. N., St. Petersburg.
Bishop Vaughn will be in
revival at 7 p.m., Thur., Dec.
13; ministering in a special
healing service Fri, Dec. 14
and will be preaching on
Sun., Dec. 16 during worship
service at 11:30 a.m. and
again at 6 p.m. in a bible
study setting.
From answering the call
of God in 1974, to her elevation as a Bishop on November 5, 1995 in the West
African country of Nigeria,
God has used her life and
ministry to impact the body
of Christ and serve a death
blow to the kingdom of darkness.
Apostle Vaughn was
elected and ordained into the
Office of Presiding Bishop in
1999 over the International

Outreach Go Tell It Ministry
Worldwide Network of
Churches, an Apostolic Reformation of 21st Century
churches and Para-church
ministries throughout the
United States.
Go Tell It Ministry Network of Churches now provides oversight to over 70
churches and independent
ministry gifts as well as provides leadership training and
structure development to
more than 300 churches nationally and thousands internationally.
Bishop Vaughn is married to Dr. Gilbert Vaughn,
and they have four gifted
children and five grandchildren. Learn more about Dr.
Vaughn’s worldwide ministry at www.gotellit.org.
Come take advantage of
Bishop Vaughn’s ministry
and allow a change to occur
in your life. She is among
the great company of last-day
apostles, sounding the trumpet of biblical reformation
calling the Church of Jesus
Christ back to holiness with
an authentic demonstration
of
the

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila
Culbreth
Holy Ghost.
Please do not miss this
opportunity! Be a partaker
of the anointing of her ministry.
Please phone 727-8985571 if you need additional
information. Genesis Worship Center Church meets in
worship on Sundays at 11:30
a.m., Tuesdays for prayer at
6 p.m., and bible study at 7
p.m.
You will have a life
changing experience!

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SHURREA DANIELS

Kingdom Restoration, Inc. Faith Based Outreach Ministry
A Ministry with a Vision

What not to wear
We are living in a time when it seems
as though men and women will wear almost anything. Media has taught that exposure is the best seller. There are some
things that are just fashion “no nos”
when it comes to walking and living like
a Christian.
It is important that we check our
closets and make sure we don’t have any
of those last season or “old man” fashions in our wardrobes.
Ephesians 4:25-31 instructs us to “put
way lying, speak every man truth with
his neighbor: for we are members one of
another. Therefore, be ye angry, and sin
not: do not let the sun go down upon
your wrath: Neither gives place to the
devil. Let him that stole steal no more:
but rather let him labor, working with his
hands the thing which is good, that he
may have to give to him that needs. Let
no corrupt communication proceed out
of your mouth, but that which is good to
the use of edifying, that it may minister
grace unto the hearers. And grieve not
the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemption. Let
all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and
evil speaking, be put away from you,
with all malice.”
When we wear things that Christ has
instructed us not to wear, weight gain occurs. What are some causes of weight
gain according to scripture?
Lying is the first thing that causes
weight gain. Why? It is a deliberate untruth. Corrupt communication is the use
of filthy or hateful words that don’t bring
about edification.
Another well known weight gain is
Pride. Proverbs 26:12 informs us that
“pride goes before destruction, a
haughty spirit before a fall.” Wearing
false pride is simply, the sense of having
a high opinion of oneself. False pride
causes one to think that he or she is
above others, the behavior causes an individual to walk around with his or her
nose in the air belittling and berating
those around you.
Another weight gain is Bitterness.
Proverbs 14:10 says that “each heart
knows its own bitterness, and no one
else can share its joy.” Hannah was in bitterness of her soul because of her barrenness, and the taunts and reflections
she had met with on that account; her

life was bitter to her, she could take no
pleasure in any of the comforts of it.
Bitterness of soul often arises from
outward troubles, pains, and diseases of
body, losses, crosses, and disappointments. However, we must not wear bitterness. We should do as Hannah did
and take it to the Lord in prayer. He is
the only one who understands and is
able to bring understanding when life
hands us lemons.
As we begin to dress for the day, let’s
examine what we are wearing. As Christians we most model what to wear and
when we neglect to do so, we leave the
worlds standard as the norm. Hannah refused to allow her adversary (Peninnah)
to determine her outfit for the day. Instead she went to the temple to pray.
Hannah’s arrival at the temple even
awarded her with disapproval. Eli judged
her outfit (bitterness) as being drunk.
Instead of retaliation, Hannah responded with kindness instead of corrupt words. The kindness that erupted
from her lips was like diuretics ridding
her of her weight gain (bitterness within
her soul) and no longer was Hannah barren. When she met her husband, Elkanah, that evening, the Lord remembered
her words.
Kingdom Restoration is a support
ministry to women that would not normally attend church. We have identified
three critical issues relating to women:
~ Many women struggle with how to
love themselves.
~They long to feel cherished, need
security and look to the world to fulfill
these needs.
~Women often neglect themselves
and their needs and often do not take
time to develop healthy friendships.
Therefore, we are casting a new vision for reaching and connecting women
in the Kingdom. If you desire to know
more, please contact Pastor Shurrea
Daniels at 727-564-1389 or visit our office
on Mondays and Wednesday’s between
6-8 p.m. to learn more.
Peace and Blessings!
E.V.E. is an innovative ministry,
birthed by God to attract families who
normally would not attend a church
event. We hope to collaborate with
women and men in businesses and in
ministry.

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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Gordon comes to St. Pete College
From SPC, page 1

arrived as the new principal. He said his first action
was to ask teachers to
identify the most important behavior issue and
from that they crafted a
master disciplinary plan.
He had posters printed
that informed students of
expected behavior and
posted them all over campus. He then convened
special student orientation
assemblies to reinforce
those expectations.
Gordon credits clear
expectations and improved
discipline with the improvements in student performance as well as
committed teachers and
support sent in by the
state.
Years have passed
since a teenage Gordon
walked the halls of Gibbs
High School, but according to him, “kids are kids.”
Gordon did not step out
of college into the word of
academics; he was once in
banking and finance.
“I was working at SunBank, right around the corner from here,” Gordon
remarked as he sat in his
downtown office. “My
manager sent me out to
speak to students at Junior
Achievement … the experience was so cool, it inspired me to teach.”
At that time, there was
no Alternative Teacher
Certification program. So
he jumped into the deep
end, head first. He applied
for a temporary teaching
certificate, which gave him
time to take the necessary
education courses to become fully certified.
“I didn’t get an internship; my first three years of
teaching were my intern-

ship,” he remarked.
Gordon has found that
the challenges are different in his new arena. He
has learned a lot about
strategic planning and is
far more involved with the
community.
“What I really appreciate is the focus and vision
for the college; giving
back to the community.”
A lifelong learner and
big fan of mentoring, Kevin
is furthering his own education and leadership skills
by participating in the
Thomas Lakin Mentored
Leadership
Institute,
which provides personal
and professional development for those who
demonstrate leadership
with community colleges.
There are many exciting new projects scheduled for the upcoming
year. One of which, is the
new Midtown Campus
building. Although the
planning stages went
slowly, the project is picking up steam since approval was given at the
October board meeting.
In the year since he assumed the office, positive
changes have occurred at
the Downtown and Midtown Campuses. One of
his primary goals has been
to bring complete associate of art degrees to these
campuses.
Instead of traveling
from campus to campus to
complete a degree, now
Paralegal Studies and Business Administration can be
completed at the Downtown Campus
The SPC Downtown
Campus will also be offering the Post Baccalaureate
Certificate for Project

Dr. Kevin Gordon
Management, a certificate
program for students who
have already achieved
their bachelor’s degree.
In keeping with the
city’s commitment to the
arts, the college has an ongoing goal of creating partnerships with local fine
and performing arts agencies. An interdisciplinary
program is being developed with the internationally recognized Museum of
Fine Arts.
Two classes are being
taught in conjunction with
the renowned Morean Art
Center. These classes are
for credit at SPC and more
are planned. Gordon said
that they are focusing on
bring more arts education
classes downtown.
Recently, the collaboration between the Palladium
Theater and the SPC theater gave students the opportunity to work with a
professional equity company and take master
classes with the actors.
Gordon wants the community to know that SPC
offers a risk free supportive and caring environment. If anyone is thinking
about going to school,
going back to school or retraining, “you will be able
to take your credentials
and go right to work.”

How you can get involved
1. Attend a public information session to learn more.
2. Register your project by Jan. 21 so others can
volunteer to serve with you.
3. Volunteer to serve in a local project on MLK Day of
Service - Jan. 21, 2013.

1

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2012

BEYOND THE BAY
Endorsement of Jackie Lacey

Justice for Jordan Davis

BY LINDA DEUTSCH

BY JACOB JORDAN

AP Special Correspondent

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— Jackie Lacey, the first
African-American and the
first woman to become Los
Angeles’ district attorney,
stood on a stage surrounded by four of the top
prosecutors who preceded
her in the job _ all of them
white men. As she was
sworn in Monday, she
spoke of her accomplishment as a dream come
true.
``It hardly seems real,’’
she said as she looked out
over a crowded auditorium
at her law school alma
mater, the University of
Southern California.
USC President C.L.
Max Nikias spoke of the
historic importance of the
day, noting that when the
district attorney’s office
was created in 1850, ``Los
Angeles was a dusty village
and only 377 people voted.’’
``In all the time since
then, Los Angeles has
never had a woman or an
African-American who has
served as district attorney,’’
he said. ``Jackie Lacey has
lifted our spirits by breaking down barriers.’’
Her predecessor, Steve
Cooley, who held the job
for 12 years and prepared
Lacey to succeed him, administered the oath of office.
Another former district
attorney, John Van De
Kamp, told her, ``My advice to you is to learn from
our mistakes and from
whatever successes we
achieved.’’
Van De Kamp, who
held the post 30 years ago,
reminded her, ``On the national stage you will now be
a major player.’’ As head of
the largest prosecutorial
agency in the nation, he
said, she would be called
upon to advise others and,
``You will be making some
trips to Capitol Hill.’’
Adding to the words of
praise were former district
attorneys Gil Garcetti and
Robert Philibosian.
``Wow, what a great

Jackie Lacey
day!’’ said Judge Lee Smalley Edmon, the first female
presiding judge in the vast
Los Angeles County Superior Court system.
``It was not long ago
that there were very few
women in leadership positions in the courts,’’ she
said, noting that the current Chief Justice of the
California Supreme Court
and the state Attorney
General are women.
``And now the Los Angeles District Attorney can
no longer be considered a
male-only position,’’ she
said.
In her acceptance
speech, Lacey paid tribute
to her parents, who left
Georgia for California to
escape racism, and portrayed herself as an emblem of what can be
accomplished.
``For today the voters of
this county allowed us to
witness that it is possible
for a girl from a working
class neighborhood ... who
was educated in a public
school ... and worked her
way up from the bottom,
can become the district attorney of the largest prosecutorial office in the
nation,’’ Lacey said. ``How
cool is that?’’
An audience of more
than 1,000 roared their approval and gave her a
standing ovation.
She vowed, ``I will
make decisions that are in
the best interests of justice.’’
At 55, Lacey, a native of

Los Angeles, has spent
most of her working life in
the district attorney’s office.
With a law degree from
USC, she joined the office
in 1986. She and her husband, David, have two
adult children.
Cooley brought along
Lacey as his successor,
moving her up in rank until
she was his chief deputy
overseeing day-to-day operations of the office and
cases filed for prosecution.
She oversaw a number
of new crime-fighting programs and helped create
alternative
sentencing
courts to deal with nonviolent offenders.
Lacey, who was elected
last month with 55 percent
of the vote, will oversee the
nation’s largest prosecutorial office with more than
1,000 lawyers, 300 investigators and 800 support
staff employees. With its
proximity to Hollywood,
the office frequently draws
celebrity cases.
Cooley’s
During
tenure, the office prosecuted such high-profile defendants as Robert Blake,
Phil Spector and Michael
Jackson’s doctor, Conrad
Murray.
Blake was acquitted of
his wife’s murder, and it
took two trials to convict
Spector in the death of an
actress. Murray was convicted of involuntary
manslaughter and sent to
prison for four years.

ATLANTA (AP) — The
fatal shooting of a Florida
teenager who was listening
to loud music in a car a
week ago has drawn comparisons to the Trayvon
Martin case, but the differences are significant.
Unlike the Martin case,
several people witnessed
this shooting and there was
no scuffle before 17-year-old
Jordan Davis was shot to
death. And notably, the man
accused of firing into the car
was arrested a day later.
Michael David Dunn is
charged with murder and attempted murder in the Nov.
23 shooting at a Jacksonville, gas station. The 45year-old Dunn parked
beside the sport utility vehicle occupied by Davis and
three other young men and
told them to turn the music
down, police said.
Dunn exchanged words
with Davis, who was in the
back seat, and started firing.
He later told police he felt
threatened. His attorney has
said Dunn saw a gun and
shot in self-defense, perhaps
laying the ground work for a
case under Florida’s “stand
your ground” law.
Since the shooting,
Davis’ family has received
an outpouring of support
from the community. A “Justice for Jordan” Facebook
page was set up and his
classmates gathered at a
memorial service with Tshirts showing Davis’ smiling face.
Fire trucks saluted him
by spraying water over an
airplane carrying his body
to Atlanta while it was on the
runway. The teen’s mother
lives near Marietta, and a funeral is scheduled for Davis
Saturday at the Trinity
Chapel Church of God in
Powder Springs.
Davis’ father, Ron, said
his son was a typical high
school junior who was getting ready to start his first
job at McDonald’s, looking
forward to buying his first
car and turning 18 early next
year. He had a “million-dol-

Jordan Davis, left, and Michael David Dunn
lar smile” and liked music,
listening to mostly rap but
also the sounds of his dad’s
generation, including James
Brown and The Temptations.
Standing over his son’s
casket, Ron Davis promised
to fight laws that allow people to carry guns outside of
their homes.
“Law
enforcement
should be the only people
who should have guns on
the street,” he said. “That’s
what’s killing our kids more
than anything.”
Police said they didn’t
find a weapon in the SUV
with the young men, and
Ron Davis said he doesn’t
believe Dunn’s claim that he
saw a gun. He thinks Dunn
is searching for an explanation.
“They were just 17-yearold kids that were having a
good time, coming from the
mall,” he said.
The shooting has revived the debate over
“stand
your
Florida’s
ground” law, which allows
people to use deadly force if
they believe their life is in
imminent danger. Dunn’s attorney hasn’t said whether
she will argue the shooting
was justified under the
statute.
“I don’t see how he is
going to prevail under ‘stand
your ground,’” Lave, a former public defender in San
Diego for 10 years, said of
Dunn. “You’re allowed to
own a gun. Even if there was
a gun in the car, that doesn’t
mean the gun was used to
threaten him in any way.”
The shooting unfolded
about 7:40 p.m. when Dunn
stopped at the gas station
with his girlfriend after

going to his son’s wedding,
police said. Dunn’s girlfriend
went into the store, and he
told the young men to turn
the music down.
“It was loud, they admitted that, but that’s not a reason for someone to open fire
on them and take action,”
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Lt.
Rob Schoonover said.
Dunn fired eight or nine
shots into the car and Davis
was hit a couple of times, police said. Dunn’s girlfriend
ran outside.
“When she came out,
she said, ‘What’s going on?’
and supposedly his statement was, ‘I just fired at
these kids,’” Schoonover
said. “At that time I don’t
know if he knew that he
struck anyone in the vehicle.”
Dunn and his girlfriend
drove off and spent the night
at a hotel. Dunn was arrested a day later at his
home in Satellite Beach,
about 160 miles away, when
police tracked his license
plate.
He told detectives he
had been in the process of
turning himself in to a
neighbor, who was in law enforcement.
“His side of the story is
he felt threatened and that is
the reason he took action,”
Schoonover said.
Dunn was described by
police as a gun collector who
shot at local ranges. His attorney, Robin Lemonidis,
told The Florida TimesUnion her client “absolutely” saw someone with
a shotgun in the SUV. She
only said “we’ll see” if
“stand
your
Florida’s
ground” law would be part
of her defense.

White supremacist planning compound
BY NICHOLAS K.
GERANIOS
Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP)
— A disciple of former
Aryan Nations leader
Richard Butler wants to
build a new compound in
northern Idaho to act as a
gathering place for white
supremacists, a development that troubles human
rights groups who spent
decades battling Butler and
his group.
Shaun Winkler, who unsuccessfully ran for sheriff
of Bonner County earlier
this year, said a supporter
is donating 8 acres near the
town of Priest River, Idaho,
that he hopes to develop
into a place for white supremacists to conduct
meetings, cross burnings
and other activities.
``I’m just one guy that
wants to bring people together to continue the

struggle for white survival,’’ Winkler, 33, told The
Associated Press this week.
Butler’s
high-profile
Aryan Nations activity
tainted northern Idaho’s
image nationally, and local
civil rights groups were
wary of a potential new hub
for racist activity.
``Our work has to go on
to promote equality and justice and fairness,’’ said
Tony Stewart, a leader of
the Kootenai County Task
Force on Human Relations.
Human rights groups, including the Southern
Poverty Law Center, at this
point are just raising awareness. There are no active
efforts to try to thwart Winkler.
The task force and the
Southern Poverty Law Center combined to push a civil
lawsuit that bankrupted the
Aryan Nations in 2000,
leading to the sale of the

original compound. Butler
died in 2004.
Winkler declined to
identify his benefactor,
other than to say he was a
former Los Angeles police
officer who had supported
Winkler’s bid for sheriff.
Aryan Nations was structured as a church of the
white supremacist Christian Identity religion, and
Winkler said the new compound will include a church
hall for services and places
for supporters to live.
Winkler, who works as
a logger, originally planned
the compound on 17 acres
of nearby land he purchased last year. But
money woes have pushed
that purchase toward foreclosure.
Winkler described himself as an imperial wizard in
the White Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan, and said the
compound will operate

under a flag of the KKK,
rather than Aryan Nations.
``This is an early step,’’
he said. ``It’s not going to
happen overnight.’’
He considers himself a
white separatist, who believes people of different
races should live segregated lives.
``We aren’t here to kill
anybody. We aren’t here to
cause harm to anyone,’’
Winkler said. “We just don’t
want nothing to do with
their society.’’
Bonner County, like
much of the rest of the region, has a population that
is overwhelmingly white _
about 96 percent of the
40,000 residents.
Winkler studied the
racist Christian Identity religion under Butler. He has
continued to live in the
area, sometimes hosting
cross burnings on his land
and protesting the pres-

Winkler invited the media out for a
cross burning earlier this year.
white supremacists. He
ence of Hispanics and other
minorities. Winkler has held annual meetings that
picketed Mexican food drew hundreds of supportcarts in nearby Coeur d’A- ers.
lene, and protested the anThe land was auctioned
nual Martin Luther King Jr. off after he lost a lawsuit in
events at North Idaho Col- 2000 brought by the SPLC
lege in January.
on behalf of a woman and
Butler for nearly three her son who were terrordecades operated out of a ized by Butler’s security
20-acre compound that be- guards during one of those
came a gathering place for annual meetings.

